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Taking international social work into the local curriculum

Theory and practice in the field of social work are very strongly connected. You can’t be a good social worker without education and you can`t be only graduated without knowledge from practice field. Social work education at the university level must be academic and sometimes we hear negative remarks that social work is “too practice oriented” and maybe we can`t teach it at the university. How we teach a subject at the university level? We need systematic knowledge to be social worker and to work mostly in local or national conditions. Of course we must be aware of the interests in the society, demand of students and faculty members, educational and organizational obstacles to introduce new curriculum.

How can the “international experience” influence social work department’s learning modules? Is it more coherent now or chaotic?

From local community to the international arena

Social workers are increasingly interested in professional developments in other countries. As global communications have improved, opportunities to travel and to learn about developments in other societies have increased. Through international conferences, academic exchanges, study visits, and collaborative research, prospects for sharing experiences and learning from other countries have been enhanced. (Midgley, 1990)

As each country is unique, being a part of the development of social work education programs and training in an international and global context will produce a unique experience each time. However, each experience recorded and examined over time can reveal patterns and practices that allow the development of knowledge-building that can cut across geography and cultures while respecting differences. It can be helpful to identify ways in which to integrate cultural wisdom from a variety of sources, such as students, administrators, locals, detractors, supporters and so forth. (Crawley, 2003)

The East European countries became partners to the “old European Union countries”— social workers are ready for reciprocal exchanges between social workers in different parts of the world.

Training 

Are education and social work business areas?

We are very much market oriented  -- offering lectures on the bases of demand. What about international social work practice or theory course? Is it popular and why? 

In his article about dilemmas of international social work Grey (2005) wants to have a debate -- is the social work something diffuse or very concrete with theories, values, ethics and practice. 
Due to globalization, increasing numbers of social work education programs are sending students on international field placements. Adequate supervision and support of these students are challenging. (Panos, 2005)

What about future?

At the same time social work remains a profession with largely local orientation. Most social workers function within the context of the locally based service delivery structure.(Hokenstad & Midgley, 1997)

What is cooperation crossing the cultural borders? How we in international context understand definition of family, empowerment, poverty etc.
